THE GENERAL STRIKE
The Revised Prayer-Book
On two occasions, in 1927 and 1928, the House of Commons found itself suddenly converted into a forum of theological debate.    Having completed their revision of the Book of Common Prayer, the bishops and clergy were now required to present the result for the sanction of Parliament.   Here they came up against unexpected obstacles.    The Revised Book proposed to legalize the practice of" reserving the Sacrament " nominally for the use of the sick, but in reality, as the Evan-gelical party asserted or suspected, to satisfy the Anglo-Catholic party, which practised adoration of the consecrated wafer. The debate  reached high levels   of theological   and metaphysical argument, but it proved the Protestant feeling, which denies the possibility of a mystical change in the elements by the act of the priest, to be very much alive in the House of Commons and in the country.   The Lords approved the Revised Book by a majority of 241 to 88, but the Commons rejected it by a majority ot 238 to 205 in 1927, and rejected it again by an even larger majority when it was submitted a second time, after sundry changes, in 1928 (June 13).   The bishops were urged to drop the controversial part of the proposed revision and obtain the sanction of Parliament, about which there would have been no difficulty, for the rest of their labours, but this they declined to do, and all further efforts to legalize the Revised Book were abandoned after the second rejection. It can scarcely be said that the controversy is exhausted, for large numbers of churchmen, including some bishops, were left saying that disestablishment was a necessary step to releasing the Church from control of its doctrine by the State.
The Election of 1929
The next appeal to the country was now coming in sight. Ministers remained sanguine that they would obtain a substantial majority, but the by-elections had for some time told a rather different tale. Unemployment was still increasing, Labour was in a state of resentment at the Trade Union legislation, the achievements of the Government, though solid, did not catch the public imagination, Mr. Baldwin's slogan " safety first " seemed uninspiring to large numbers who lookedis instructionsirect action " intended to coerce Parliament ought to be checked, but Trade Unionists protested that the pther objects were outsidef relief
